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The PSA MIMAROPA conducted
Virtual Press Conference for the official
launching of the 2020 Census of
Population and Housing (CPH) on
August 28, 2020. It was participated by
media partners in the region.

interview, computer-assisted personal
interview (CAPI), self-administered
questionnaire (SAQ), over-the-phone
interview or paper-assisted telephone
interview (PATI), and computer-assisted
web interview (CAWI).

The program started with a prayer,
singing of Philippine National Anthem
and MIMAROPA Hymn.

Susan A. Sumbeling, OIC Regional
Director of NEDA MIMAROPA and
Chairperson of RCCB also gave her
message. She said that the 2020 CPH
preparatory activities were undertaken to
ensure the effective and efficient conduct
of the census. She added that the data
will also help the policymakers and
decision makers in crafting the
socioeconomic policies toward realizing
a matatag, maginhawa, at panatag na
buhay para sa ating lahat.

In her opening remarks, Chief Statistical
Specialist
Maribel
L.
Bernardo
emphasized that this endeavour aims to
collect, compile, analyze, publish and
disseminate data about population and
housing which would serve as basis in
various planning activities of the
government.
Regional Director Leni R. Rioflorido, in
her message, stated that the 2020 CPH is
one of the most important undertakings
of the PSA. According to her, the health
guidelines being implemented by the
Inter-Agency Task Force (IATF) are
strictly followed by enumerators this
time of pandemic. She added that PSA
devised several ways for the people to
participate in the census as a means to
adapt
to
the
various
current
circumstances such as face-to-face
interview

Governor Presbitero J. Velasco ,
Governor
Eduardo
B.
Gadiano,
Governor Jose Ch. Alvarez, and
Governor Jose R. Riano gave their
messages and encouraged everyone to
join and be counted.
Statistical Specialist II Mr. Raymond
Lapus, in his closing message, thanked
everyone for their continuous support in
the 2020 CPH and the statistical
activities of the PSA.
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STI Webinar on Ensuring the
Continuity of Quarterly National
Accounts in the Face of COVID-19
Pandemic
PSA
MIMAROPA
Regional
Director, RD Leni R. Rioflorido,
together with SOCD chief, Ms.
Maribel L. Bernardo and two other
SOCD staff attended the Singapore
Training Institute (STI) webinar on
Ensuring the Continuity of Quarterly
National Accounts in the Face of the
COVID-19 pandemic. The resource
speaker during the webinar was Mr.
Robert Dippelsman, the Deputy
Division

Division Chief of the Real Sector
Division, International Monetary
Fund (IMF) Statistics Department.
The webinar focused on the
discussion of the continuity of the
operations in the estimation of the
national accounts during a crisis.
Impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic
were discussed. Based on the
discussion, impacts of the crisis
varies among countries with
considerations of several factors
such as degree of spread, health
effects, lockdowns and other
restrictions.

It was emphasized that the pandemic
causes problems for quarterly
national accounts in terms of the
advance release calendar, heightened
interest in second quarter data and
may also affect the timing of the
annual
national
accounts
compilation for 2019. Some
challenges posted include the slower
response from data providers, nonresponse,
work
from
home
arrangement of the data suppliers,
limitations on network access and
security.

Conduct of 2nd RSC Virtual Meeting
PSA RSSO MIMAROPA conducted
the 2020 second quarter RSC
meeting on August 19, 2020 via
Zoom. The meeting started at 11:30
a.m.

a.m. and was attended by 22
members and registered a quorum of
79.0 percent. RSC Chairperson and
NEDA MIMAROPA OIC Regional
Director

RD Leni R. Rioflorido, CSS Maribel L. Bernardo and the secretariat during
the 2nd RSC virtual meeting.

Director Susan Sumbeling presided
the meeting. The following are the
agenda of the meeting: Updating of
the
Statistical
Development
Activities on the Regional Statistical
Development Program; Support to
the Overall Revision and Rebasing
(ORR) of the Philippine System of
National Account (PSNA); Support
to the 31st National Statistics
Month; Updates on the CommunityBased Monitoring System; Updates
on the Sustainable Development
Goals; Updates on Core Regional
Indicators; Updates on the Inventory
of Frameworks for the Development
of the Environment Statistics;
Updates on surveys cleared through
SSRCS; and Updates on the
Philippine Identification System
Act. The resolution passed during
the meeting was the support to the
ORR of the PSNA.

ADMINISTRATIVE STAT CORNER
Domestic Trade
Statistics (DOMSTAT)
refers to air, rail and
coastwise trade
statistics collected and
compiled monthly,
quarterly, and annually
based from airway bills,
daily report of
outgoing
shipments,
coastwise,
and
passenger
manifests.

Building construction statistics from approved
building permits submitted to Local Building
Officials (LBOs) relate to data on new construction and
additions, alterations and repairs of residential and
non-residential buildings, and other structures
undertaken in all cities and municipalities in the
country.
On the third quarter of 2020, the month of August
had the highest (480) issued building permits while
the month of July had the lowest (221) issued building
permits.

Foreign Trade Statistics constitute data on imports and exports
that are derived from the various imports and exports
documents of the Bureau of Customs (BOC). Electronic data files
being provided by the BOC to PSA on a monthly basis were
included in the generation of monthly trade statistics.
In MIMAROPA, Palawan alone collects import and export
documents.

All provinces
collected coastwise
documents and
passenger manifests
during the second
quarter of 2020. Palawan
alone
collected airway
bills.

PRICE STATISTICS CORNER
The commodity price
index (CPI) is an
indicator of the change
in the average retail
prices of a fixed basket
of goods and services
commonly purchased by
households relative to
2012 as the base year.
The inflation rate is the
annual rate of change or
the year-on-year change
of the CPI expressed in
percent. Inflation
is
interpreted in terms of
declining
purchasing
power of money.
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The inflation rate in MIMAROPA region for the third quarter of 2020
recorded 2.9 percent in July, 3.1 percent in August, and 3.2 percent in
September. The average inflation rate for the second quarter is 3.1
percent.
The uptrend of inflation in July, August and September was driven by
the combined acceleration of selected commodity groups.
There was no significant change in the inflation rate compared to
previous quarter.
On the other hand, the inflation rate in the third quarter of the
previous year was higher at 3.9 percent.

EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS CORNER
Employment
rate
is
the
percentage of the total number of
employed persons to the total number
of persons in the labor force.

Unemployment
rate
is
the
percentage of the total number of
unemployed persons to the total
number of persons in the labor force.
Underemployment
rate
is
the
percentage of the total number of
underemployed persons to the total
number of employed persons.

Employment rate in July 2020 registered 94.3 percent, a 1.3 percentage
points decline from the reported 95.6 percent in July 2019. This translates
to 1,240,477 employed persons 15 years old and over in July 2020.
Unemployment rate rose to 5.7 percent accounting to 74,981 unemployed
MIMAROPAns in July 2020. This was due to economic shutdown of the
labor
market caused by Corona virus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
outbreak in the country.
Labor force participation rate among MIMAROPAns 15 years and older is
estimated at 64.2 in July 2020.

Employed refers to persons in the labor
force who are reported
either as at
work or with a job or business although
not at work. Persons at work are those
who did some work, even for an hour
during the reference period.

Unemployed refers to persons in the
labor force who are reported as without
work, currently
available for
work, and seeking work or not seeking
work due to the following reasons: 1)
belief that no work is available; 2)
awaiting results of previous job
application; 3) because of temporary
illness or disability; 4) bad weather; or
5) waiting for rehire or job recall.

Underemployed
refers
to
employed persons who express the
desire to have additional hours of work
in their present job or an additional job,
or a new job with longer hours.

Labor force participation rate is the
percentage of the total number of
persons in the labor force to the total
population 15 years old and over.
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