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Understanding the leading causes of mortality is essential for guiding health policies and 

raising public awareness. From January to May 2024, the total number of registered deaths 

in the Philippines was recorded at 195,887. This figure marks a significant reduction compared 

to the 286,367 deaths registered during the same period in 2023. The decrease translates to 

a 31.6 percent decline in mortality, indicating a notable improvement in the number of lives 

lost year-on-year. Such a considerable reduction raises important questions about potential 

contributing factors, including improvements in healthcare access, public health interventions, 

or other socio-economic changes that may have influenced the trend (Figure 1). 
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Explanatory Note 

The data presented in this Special Release were collected from the registered 
documents—either timely or accepted—at the appropriate Local Civil Registry Office 
throughout the country. These records were then submitted for encoding to the Office of 
the Civil Registrar General through the Provincial Statistical Offices (PSOs) of the 
Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA). The information covers deaths that occurred from 
January to May 2024, based on the data files received and initially processed by the 
PSA - Civil Registration Service (CRS) from the PSOs as of 30 September 2024. 
Therefore, the figures presented are provisional and may subject to change from the 
final count. Deaths of Filipinos abroad are not yet included in this release, but Filipinos 
whose usual residence is abroad and foreign nationals with deaths occurring in the 
country during the reference period were included in this report. 
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Figure 1: Total Number of Registered Deaths: 
January - May 2023 & 2024



 

Between January and May of 2023 and 2024, the top 20 causes of death remained consistent 

for both years. Ischaemic Heart Diseases continued to occupy the leading position in the list, 

while Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and Connective Tissue ranked as the 20th 

cause. These patterns reflect ongoing health trends and underline the persistent burden of 

cardiovascular diseases. In 2024, these top 20 causes accounted for 85.6 percent of the total 

number of deaths, showing a slight increase from 84.3 percent in 2023. This rise suggests a 

modest shift in the distribution of causes, highlighting the continued prominence of these 

diseases in contributing to overall mortality. The consistency of these rankings emphasizes 

the importance of addressing these major health challenges to reduce their impact on public 

health (Figure 2). 

 

Figure 2: Share of the Top 20 Causes of Death to Total Deaths: 

 January–May 2023 & 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Civil Registration Service, Vital Statistics Division 

 

Ischemic Heart Diseases remain the leading cause of mortality, with 53,941 deaths recorded 

in 2023 and 39,193 in 2024. Neoplasms ranked second, with 30,097 deaths in 2023 and 

21,438 in 2024, followed by Cerebrovascular Diseases, which accounted for 29,416 and 

19,893 deaths in 2023 and 2024, respectively. Other significant contributors include 

Pneumonia, Diabetes Mellitus, and Hypertensive Diseases, all of which consistently rank high 

in the list. On the lower end, Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and Connective Tissue 

accounted for the fewest deaths, with 2,373 in 2023 and 1,579 in 2024. While the overall 

rankings remained consistent, the data reveals a decline in the number of deaths for most 

causes between 2023 and 2024 (Figure 3).  
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Figure 2: Top 20 Causes of Death: January –May 2023 vs. January – May 2024) 

 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Civil Registration Service, Vital Statistics Division 
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In summary, the consistency in the rankings of the top 20 causes of death between January 

and May for both 2023 and 2024 underscores the ongoing burden of chronic and lifestyle-

related diseases in the Philippines. While there is a slight decrease in the number of deaths 

across most causes in 2024, these conditions still account for a significant majority of overall 

mortality, emphasizing the need for sustained public health interventions and preventive 

measures. Addressing the leading causes, such as ischemic heart diseases and Neoplasms, 

alongside enhancing awareness and access to healthcare, remains crucial in reducing 

preventable deaths and improving the nation’s overall health outcomes. This data serves as 

a vital resource for guiding policy decisions and strengthening healthcare strategies to meet 

these persistent challenges. 
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