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Nearly three in every eight MIMAROPAns reaches high school level  
 
In the 2020 CPH, the highest educational attainment was asked for all household 

population aged five years and over. The census revealed that 37.2 percent had 

reached or completed at most high school or secondary level (graduate: 18.3%, and 

undergraduate: 18.9%), 35.2 percent had reached or completed at most elementary 

level (graduate: 12.1%, and undergraduate: 23.0%), and 18.0 percent had reached or 

completed at most college level (graduate: 9.8%, and undergraduate: 8.2%).  

Meanwhile, 0.3 percent had reached or completed post baccalaureate level.  

(Figure 1 and Table 1) 

 

 

Figure 1. Percent Distribution of Highest Grade Completed to Household 

Population Five Years Old and Over, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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Table 1. Percentage Share of Highest Grade Completed to the Sex of 

Household Population Five Years and Over, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

Highest 

Educational 

Attainment 

Both Sexes Male Female 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Total  2,880,314   100.0   1,466,949   100.0   1,413,365   100.0  

No Grade Completed  113,224   3.9   58,940   4.0   54,284   3.8  

Early Childhood 

Education 

 82,044   2.8   43,303   3.0   38,741   2.7  

Elementary  1,012,752   35.2   552,310   37.7   460,442   32.6  

   Undergraduate  662,991   23.0   369,413   25.2   293,578   20.8  

   Graduate  348,173   12.1   181,977   12.4   166,196   11.8  

   Special Needs   
   Education /    
   Second-Chance  
   Education 

 1,588   0.1   920   0.1   668   0.0  

High School  1,072,727   37.2   541,549   36.9   531,178   37.6  

   Undergraduate  543,971   18.9   283,215   19.3   260,756   18.4  

   Graduate  525,958   18.3   256,929   17.5   269,029   19.0  

   Special Needs   
   Education /    
   Second-Chance  
   Education 

 2,798   0.1   1,405   0.0   1,393   0.0  

Post-Secondary  22,881   0.8   13,574   0.9   9,307   0.7  

   Undergraduate  1,713   0.1   995   0.1   718   0.1  

   Graduate  21,168   0.7   12,579   0.9   8,589   0.6  

Short-Cycle Tertiary  44,137   1.5   24,282   1.7   19,855   1.4  

   Undergraduate  938   0.0   463   0.0   475   0.0  

   Graduate  43,199   1.5   23,819   1.6   19,380   1.4  

College  518,071   18.0   226,676   15.5   291,395   20.6  

   Undergraduate  236,034   8.2   111,877   7.6   124,157   8.8  

   Graduate  282,037   9.8   114,799   7.8   167,238   11.8  

Post Baccalaureate  7,541   0.3   2,847   0.2   4,694   0.3  

   Undergraduate  1,346   0.0   422   0.0   924   0.1  

   Graduate  6,195   0.2   2,425   0.2   3,770   0.3  

Not Reported  6,937   0.2   3,468   0.2   3,469   0.2  

Notes:    Total proportion may not add up to 100.0 percent due to rounding-off of values. 
               Cell with zero (0.0) entry under percentage share means less than 0.05 percent. 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 

 
More females attain higher levels of education than males  
 

In 2020, more than one in every five females (20.6%) in the region has been pursuing 

a college undergraduate degree program or already college graduate. Meanwhile, 

more than three in every 20 males (15.5%) were either a college undergraduate or 

completed their baccalaureate degrees. (Table 1) 
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Similarly, more females (four in every 1,000 females) than males (three in every 1,000 

males) had completed post baccalaureate courses. (Table 1) 

 

About two in every three children aged 5 to 9 years has elementary education 
under the K to 12 Curriculum 
 

Nearly two-thirds (65.3%) of the 356,104 children in the MIMAROPA Region aged  

5 to 9 years had reached or completed at most elementary education under the  

K to 12 Curriculum. In addition, 22.4 percent had reached or completed Early 

Childhood Education, and 11.9 percent had no grade completed.  

 

On the other hand, nearly three in every five (58.0%) of the 357,807 children aged  

10 to 14 years had reached or completed elementary education under the K to 12 

Curriculum, while two in every five (40.0%) of these children have reached Junior High 

School (JHS) which is composed of Grades 7 to 10 under the new K to 12 Curriculum. 

(Table 2a) 

 

Table 2a. Percentage Share of Highest Grade Completed to the Household 

Population Five to 14 Years Old by Age Group, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 
Highest 

Educational 

Attainment 

Age Group (in years) 

All Ages 5 to 9  10 to 14 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Total  2,880,314   100.0   356,104   100.0   357,807   100.0  

No Grade Completed  113,224   11.9   42,487   11.9   4,785   1.3  

Early Childhood 

Education 

 82,044   22.4   79,851   22.4   940   0.3  

Special Needs   
Education /     
Second-Chance  
Education 

 4,386   -     -     -     534   0.1  

Old Curriculum       

   Elementary  544,896   -     -     -     103   0.0  

   High School  628,763   -     -     -     -     -    

K to 12 Program       

   Grade 1 to 6  466,268   65.3   232,582   65.3   207,445   58.0  

   Junior High School  323,403   -     -     -     143,246   40.0  

   Senior High School  117,763   -     -     -     -     -    

Post-Secondary  22,881   -     -     -     -     -    

Short-Cycle Tertiary  44,137   -     -     -     -     -    

College  518,071   -     -     -     -     -    

   Undergraduate  236,034   -     -     -     -     -    

   Graduate  282,037   -     -     -     -     -    

Post Baccalaureate  7,541   -     -     -     -     -    

Not Reported  6,937   0.3   1,184   0.3   754   0.2  

Notes:    Total proportion may not add up to 100.0 percent due to rounding-off of values. 
               Cell with zero (0.0) entry under percentage share means less than 0.05 percent. 
               Cell with dash (-) entry means zero. 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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Moreover, nearly half or 48.3 percent of the 338,454 household population aged 15 to 

19 years had reached or completed JHS, while 28.9 percent reached or completed 

Senior High School (SHS).  (Table 2b) 

 

Of the household population aged 20 to 24 years, 42.2 percent had reached or 

completed college education. In addition, more than a quarter (25.7%) of this age 

group had reached or completed High School and nearly three in every 20 or  

13.4 percent of the household population reached or completed Elementary under the 

Old Curriculum. Meanwhile, almost 13.4 percent of this household population enrolled 

in or graduated from the K to 12 Program. (Table 2b) 

 
Table 2b. Percentage Share of Highest Grade Completed to the Household 

Population Five to 15 Years Old and Over by Age Group,  

MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 
Highest 

Educational 

Attainment 

Age Group (in years) 

15 to 19 20 to 24 25 and over 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Total  338,454   100.0   293,266   100.0   1,534,683   100.0  

No Grade Completed  4,404   1.3   5,591   1.9   55,957   3.6  

Early Childhood 

Education 

 334   0.1   168   0.1   751   0.0  

Special Needs   
Education /     
Second-Chance  
Education 

 811   0.2   1,137   0.4   1,904   0.1  

Old Curriculum       

   Elementary  7,174   2.1   39,157   13.4   498,462   32.5  

   High School  2,498   0.7   75,284   25.7   550,981   35.9  

K to 12 Program       

   Grade 1 to 6  23,491   6.9   2,750   0.9   -     -    

   Junior High School  163,354   48.3   16,803   5.7   -     -    

   Senior High School  97,870   28.9   19,893   6.8   -     -    

Post-Secondary  436   0.1   3,087   1.1   19,358   1.3  

Short-Cycle Tertiary  416   0.1   4,743   1.6   38,978   2.5  

College  35,773   10.6   123,616   42.2   358,682   23.4  

   Undergraduate  35,192   10.4   64,796   22.1   136,046   8.9  

   Graduate  581   0.2   58,820   20.1   222,636   14.5  

Post Baccalaureate  -     -     271   0.1   7,270   0.5  

Not Reported  1,893   0.6   766   0.3   2,340   0.2  

Notes:    Total proportion may not add up to 100.0 percent due to rounding-off of values. 
               Cell with zero (0.0) entry under percentage share means less than 0.05 percent. 
               Cell with dash (-) entry means zero. 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 
 

  



 
5 

 

Finally, more than seven in every 20 or 35.9 percent of the household population  

25 years and over had reached or completed High School, nearly a third or  

32.5 percent reached or graduated Elementary, and nearly a quarter (23.4%) were 

College Undergraduates or an Academic Degree Holder.  (Table 2b) 

 
 
More than one in every four college graduates has a degree in Education 
Science 
 

Based on the 2020 CPH, there were 282,037 MIMAROPAns who graduated college. 

Of these, 26.2 percent had a degree in Education Science, 22.2 percent obtained a 

degree in Business Administration and Law, and 11.1 percent got a degree in 

Engineering, Manufacturing, and Construction. Completing the top five academic 

degrees taken by college graduates in the region were Services (9.9%), and 

Information and Communication Technologies (8.5%). (Table 3 and Figure 2) 

 

 

Table 3. Percentage Share of Academic Degrees to the Total College 

Graduates by Sex, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

Academic Degree 
Both Sexes Male Female 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

All Academic Degrees  282,037  100.0   114,799  100.0  167,238  100.0  

Education  74,004   26.2   16,075   14.0   57,929   34.6  

Business Administration and 

Law 

 62,684   22.2   19,345   16.9   43,339   25.9  

Engineering, Manufacturing, 

and Construction 

 31,271   11.1   25,254   22.0   6,017   3.6  

Services  27,883   9.9   15,647   13.6   12,236   7.3  

Information and 

Communication 

Technologies (ICTs) 

 24,086   8.5   10,738   9.4   13,348   8.0  

Social Sciences, Journalism, 
and Information 

 23,164   8.2   13,608   11.9   9,556   5.7  

Health and Welfare  18,296   6.5   3,618   3.2   14,678   8.8  

Agriculture, Forestry, 

Fisheries, and Veterinary 

 12,048   4.3   6,188   5.4   5,860   3.5  

Arts and Humanities  5,535   2.0   3,106   2.7   2,429   1.5  

Natural Sciences, 

Mathematics, and Statistics 

 2,926   1.0   1,165   1.0   1,761   1.1  

Generic Programmes and 

Qualifications 

 117   0.0   43   0.0   74   0.0  

Field Unknown  23   0.0   12   0.0   11   0.0  

Notes:    Total proportion may not add up to 100.0 percent due to rounding-off of values. 
               Cell with a zero (0.0) entry under percentage share means less than 0.05 percent. 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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Figure 2. Percentage Share of Top Five Most Popular Academic Degrees to the 

Total College Graduates, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 

 

Males prefer Engineering, Manufacturing, and Construction courses; females 

opt for Education Science courses 

 

The three most popular courses attended or completed by 114,799 male academic 

degree holders were: Engineering, Manufacturing, and Construction (22.0%), 

Business Administration and Law (16.9%), and Education Science (14.0%). On the 

other hand, among 167,238 female college graduates, the three most popular 

academic degrees courses were: Education Science (34.6%), Business 

Administration and Law (25.9%), and Health and Welfare (8.8%). (Table 3)  

 

 

More females than males pursue post-baccalaureate education 

 

Among the 6,195 MIMAROPAns who had reached or completed at most post-

baccalaureate level of education (i.e., master’s and doctorate degrees), more than 

three in every five or 60.9 percent were females, while 39.1 percent were males.  

 

Education Science was the most common field among those who pursued post-

baccalaureate degrees, comprising of 2,574 persons (41.5%). Moreover, this was also 

the post-baccalaureate program taken by three in every ten male MIMAROPAns and 

nearly half or 48.8 percent of female MIMAROPAns. 

 

Completing the top five most popular post-baccalaureate programs were Health and 

Welfare (20.1%), Business Administration and Law (18.3%), Arts and Humanities 

(6.6%), and Social Sciences, Journalism, and Information (3.2%). (Table 4) 
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TECHNICAL NOTES 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 

The Philippine Statistics Authority conducted the 2020 Census of Population 

and Housing (2020 CPH) in September 2020, with 01 May 2020 as reference date. 

 

The 2020 CPH was the 15th census of population and 7th census of housing 

that was undertaken in the Philippines since the first census in 1903. It was designed 

to take inventory of the total population and housing units in the country and collect 

information about their characteristics. 

 

The Philippine Standard Geographic Codes as of March 2022 was used for the 

disaggregation of geographic levels of the 2020 CPH. 

 

 

II. Data Collection 

 

Data on highest grade/year completed furnish information on the educational 

skills and qualifications of the population. The data will be used to compare with the 

future requirements of manpower for various types of economic activities. 

 

The statistics presented in this report were based on the information provided 

by the respondent or any responsible household member who may provide accurate 

answers to the questions and give correct information about all the household 

members; hence, it should be used with caution. 

 

 

III. Methodology 

 

The population and housing censuses in the Philippines are conducted on a  

“de jure” basis, wherein a person is counted in the usual place of residence or the 

place where the person usually resides. The enumeration of the population and 

collection of pertinent data in the 2020 CPH referred to all living persons as of  

01 May 2020. 

 

For the 2020 CPH, Highest Grade/Year Completed was asked for all household 

members five years and over. ““What is the highest grade/year completed  

by _________?”. 
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IV. Concepts and Definition of Terms 

 

A household is a social unit consisting of a person living alone or a group of 

persons who sleep in the same housing unit and have a common arrangement in the 

preparation and consumption of food. 

 

Household population comprises of persons who belong to a household. 

 

Sex is the biological and physiological reality of being a male or female. 

 

Age refers to interval of time between the person’s date of birth and his/her last 

birthday prior to the census reference date. It is expressed in completed years or whole 

number. 

 

Highest grade/year completed refers to the highest grade or year completed 

in school, college, or university as of 01 May 2020. This may be any one of the specific 

grades or years in elementary, high school, K to 12 Program, and college. It may also 

be special needs education program, second-chance education program, or any of the 

post-secondary, short-cycle tertiary, college, and post baccalaureate courses. 

 

In 2011, the Department of Education (DepEd) implemented the K to 12 

Program. Under this program, the education of a person starts in kindergarten, 

followed by an elementary education of six years from Grade 1 to Grade 6, junior high 

school education of four years from Grade 7 to Grade 10, and senior high school 

education of two years from Grade 11 to Grade 12. 

 

Below are the career tracks for Senior High School (Grades 11 and 12) and 

their corresponding strands: 

 

Track Strand 

Academic Track • Accountancy, Business,  
and Management Strand (ABM);  

• Humanities and Social Sciences (HUMSS) 
Strand;  

• Science, Technology, Engineering,  
and Mathematics (STEM) Strand; 

• General Academic Strand (GAS); and 

• Pre-Baccalaureate Maritime 

Arts and Design Track • Music  

• Theater  

• Visual Arts  

• Media Arts 

• Dance 
 

Sports Track  N/A 

Technology and Livelihood 
Education (TLE) and 

• Agri-Fishery Arts Strand 

• Home Economics Strand 

• Industrial Arts Strand 
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Track Strand 

Technical-Vocational-
Livelihood (TVL) Track 

• Information and Communications 
Technology (ICT) Strand 

• TVL Maritime (Maritime and Prebac 
Maritime) 

 

The Old Curriculum covers preschool, six to seven years in elementary from 

Grade 1 to Grade 6 or Grade 7, and four years in high school from 1st year to 4th year. 

 

Inclusive/Special Needs Education (SPED) Program is designed to facilitate 

learning by individuals who, for a wide variety of reasons, require additional support 

and adaptive pedagogical methods in order to participate and meet learning objectives 

in an education program. Reasons may include (but are not limited to) disadvantages 

in physical, behavioral, intellectual, emotional and social capacities. For purposes of 

the 2020 CPH, this includes gifted or talented individuals. 

 

• Special Needs Education Program in Primary Level (elementary) includes 

programs suited to individuals with special needs that are designed to provide 

systematic teaching and learning in the fundamental skills of reading, writing, 

and mathematics, irrespective of the age of the participant. 

 

• Special Needs Education Program in Secondary Level (high school) 

includes programs suited to individuals with special needs that are designed to 

build on the fundamental teaching and learning processes that begin at 

elementary level and/or provide skills relevant to employment. 

 

Second-Chance Education Programs in Primary Level refers to the program 

that usually targets individuals who: (1) left school before completing primary 

education, allowing them to re-enter the education system and complete primary 

education or (2) completed primary education but wish to enter an education program 

or occupation for which they are not yet qualified. 

 

Second-Chance Education Programs in Secondary Level refers to the 

program that usually targets individuals who: (1) left education after completing 

primary education but before completing lower secondary education, allowing them to 

re-enter the education system and complete a lower secondary education program or 

(2) completed lower secondary education but wish to enter an education program or 

occupation for which they are not yet qualified. 

 

Post-secondary or Post-secondary Non-tertiary Education provides 

learning experiences building on secondary education, preparing graduates for labor 

market entry as well as tertiary education. Programs are not considered to be tertiary 

education and are typically vocational and terminal programs that prepare graduates 

for the labor market.  



 
11 

 

 

Short-cycle tertiary education captures the lowest level of tertiary education 

and also includes advanced technical and vocational education and training (TVET). 

Programs at this level have more complex contents than programs in senior high 

school and post-secondary non-tertiary education, but are shorter and less 

theoretically-oriented than a Bachelor's program. Although they are usually designed 

to prepare for employment, they may give credit for transfer into a Bachelor’s or 

Master’s degree.  

 

Bachelor-Level Education is designed to provide participants with 

intermediate academic and/or professional knowledge, skills and competencies, 

leading to a first degree equivalent qualification. It typically has duration of three to 

four years of full-time study at the tertiary level. Traditionally offered by universities 

and equivalent tertiary educational institutions, it does not necessarily require the 

preparation of a substantive thesis or dissertation. 

 

Post-baccalaureate course refers to any course for which an undergraduate 

degree or bachelor’s degree is required. 

 

Master-Level Education is designed to provide participants with advanced 

academic and/or professional knowledge, skills and competencies, leading to a 

second degree or equivalent qualification and has a substantial research component 

but do not yet lead to the award of a doctoral qualification. 

 

Doctoral-Level Education is designed primarily to lead to an advanced 

research qualification and devoted to advanced study and original research. Typically 

offered by research-oriented tertiary educational institutions such as universities, 

doctoral programs exist in both academic and professional fields. The theoretical 

duration of this program is three years full-time in most countries, although the actual 

time that students take to complete the program is typically longer. 


