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Palawan (excluding Puerto Princesa City) recorded 262.9 thousand housing 

units in 2020 

 

Based on the 2020 Census of Population and Housing (2020 CPH), a total of  

262,876 housing units were listed in the province of Palawan (excluding Puerto 

Princesa City). Of this total, 228,788 housing units were occupied by households / 

household population as of 01 May 2020.  Between 2020 CPH and 2015 Census of 

Population (PopCen), the total number of housing units went up by 52,784 or              

25.0 percent. Moreover, a total of 85,995 housing units or 49.0 percent were added 

from the reported 176,881 housing units in 2010. (Figure 1 and Table A) 

 

 

Figure 1. Total Housing Units: Palawan 1/,  

Census Years 2010 - 2020  

 

 
 
 
 
Note:     1/ Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, Various Census Results 
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Between census years 2020 and 2015, the number of occupied housing units 

increased by 34,727 or 18.0 percent. In 1960, the reported total number of occupied 

housing units was 27,276, that is, 11.9 percent of the number of occupied housing 

units in the province in the 2020 CPH. (Figure 2 and Table B) 

 
 

Figure 2. Total Number of Occupied Housing Units:  

Palawan 1/, 1960 - 2020 

 

 
Note:     1/ Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
Sources: Philippine Statistics Authority, Various Census Results  

 

 

Occupancy rate was posted at 87.0 percent  
 
In the province of Palawan (excluding Puerto Princesa City), the occupancy rate or the 

ratio of the total occupied housing units to the total number of housing units in  

2020 was posted at 87.0 percent. This was 0.8 percentage point lower than the 

MIMAROPA Region’s 87.8 percent occupancy rate. The province’s occupancy rate 

five years ago was higher at 92.4 percent. This means that there were more vacant 

housing units in 2020 than in 2015. (Table 1) 

 

Among its municipalities, Sofronio Española posted the highest occupancy rate of     

94.3 percent. Balabac ranked second with 93.0 percent occupancy rate. Meanwhile, 

the lowest occupancy rate was recorded in the municipality of Cagayancillo at  

74.5 percent. (Table 1) 
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Table 1. Total Housing Units, Occupied Housing Units, and Occupancy Rate  

by Municipality: Palawan 1/, 2020 and 2015 

 

Province and Highly 

Urbanized City 

Total  

Housing Units 

Occupied  

Housing Units 

Occupancy  

Rate (%) 

2020 2015 2020 2015 2020 2015 

MIMAROPA Region 890,357 739,548 781,435 677,301 87.8 91.6 

Palawan 262,876 210,092 228,788 194,061 87.0 92.4 

Aborlan 12,098 9,129 9,674 8,267 80.0 90.6 

Agutaya 3,801 3,265 3,166 3,044 83.3 93.2 

Araceli 4,082 3,464 3,452 3,206 84.6 92.6 

Balabac 9,888 9,229 9,191 8,411 93.0 91.1 

Bataraza 23,362 18,919 21,058 17,923 90.1 94.7 

Brooke's Point 20,839 16,712 18,422 15,383 88.4 92.0 

Busuanga 7,059 5,391 6,281 5,032 89.0 93.3 

Cagayancillo 1,666 1,208 1,242 1,100 74.5 91.1 

Coron 18,088 12,014 16,030 11,463 88.6 95.4 

Culion 6,382 4,956 5,626 4,640 88.2 93.6 

Cuyo 6,231 5,422 5,469 5,015 87.8 92.5 

Dumaran 6,811 6,153 5,711 5,757 83.8 93.6 

El Nido (Bacuit) 15,011 10,369 12,594 9,465 83.9 91.3 

Kalayaan 43 42 34 31 79.1 73.8 

Linapacan 4,525 3,610 3,828 3,359 84.6 93.0 

Magsaysay 3,292 2,894 2,965 2,731 90.1 94.4 

Narra 22,280 19,085 19,334 16,897 86.8 88.5 

Quezon 19,542 15,701 16,099 13,912 82.4 88.6 

Rizal (Marcos) 15,533 13,147 13,944 12,731 89.8 96.8 

Roxas 19,917 16,566 17,141 15,321 86.1 92.5 

San Vicente 9,500 7,373 8,292 6,707 87.3 91.0 

Sofronio Española 10,477 8,472 9,875 7,673 94.3 90.6 

Taytay 22,449 16,971 19,360 15,993 86.2 94.2 

Note:     1/ Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
Sources: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing and 
    2015 Census of Population 
 
 
Bataraza had the greatest number of occupied housing units 
 

The top three municipalities with the largest population sizes are also the top three 

regions in terms of number of occupied housing units. Bataraza had the highest 

number of occupied housing units in the province at 21,058. Said municipality had     

9.2 percent share of the total occupied housing units in the province. (Table 1) 

 

Taytay ranked second with 19,360 occupied housing units (8.5%), while Narra came 

in third with 19,334 (8.5%). Meanwhile, Kalayaan which had the smallest population 

size in the province, recorded the least number of occupied housing units at  

34 (0.01%). (Table 1) 
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There were 101 households per 100 occupied housing units  
 

A total of 230,809 households were recorded in the region in 2020. This translates to 

101 households in every 100 occupied housing units, which was the same with the 

reported ratio in 2015. (Table 2) 

 

 

Table 2. Number of Households, Occupied Housing Units and Ratio of Number 

of Households to Occupied Housing Units by Municipality:  

Palawan 1/, 2020 and 2015 
 

 

Province and Highly 

Urbanized City 

Number of 

Households 2/ 

Occupied  

Housing Units 

Ratio of Number 

of Households to 

100 Occupied 

Housing Units  

2020 2015 2020 2015 2020 2015 

MIMAROPA Region 792,789 682,668 781,435 677,301  101  101  

Palawan 230,809 195,074 228,788 194,061 101 101 

Aborlan 9,715 8,294 9,674 8,267 100 100 

Agutaya 3,174 3,045 3,166 3,044 100 100 

Araceli 3,504 3,294 3,452 3,206 102 103 

Balabac 9,252 8,445 9,191 8,411 101 100 

Bataraza 21,293 17,983 21,058 17,923 101 100 

Brooke's Point 18,478 15,474 18,422 15,383 100 101 

Busuanga 6,397 5,051 6,281 5,032 102 100 

Cagayancillo 1,367 1,184 1,242 1,100 110 108 

Coron 16,482 11,512 16,030 11,463 103 100 

Culion 5,651 4,652 5,626 4,640 100 100 

Cuyo 5,482 5,103 5,469 5,015 100 102 

Dumaran 5,714 5,812 5,711 5,757 100 101 

El Nido (Bacuit) 12,632 9,490 12,594 9,465 100 100 

Kalayaan 35 31 34 31 103 100 

Linapacan 3,847 3,370 3,828 3,359 100 100 

Magsaysay 2,971 2,733 2,965 2,731 100 100 

Narra 19,511 16,922 19,334 16,897 101 100 

Quezon 16,206 13,941 16,099 13,912 101 100 

Rizal (Marcos) 14,027 12,826 13,944 12,731 101 101 

Roxas 17,285 15,377 17,141 15,321 101 100 

San Vicente 8,387 6,711 8,292 6,707 101 100 

Sofronio Española 9,918 7,687 9,875 7,673 100 100 

Taytay 19,481 16,137 19,360 15,993 101 101 

Notes:     1/ Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
                2/ Excludes those households enumerated as homeless or enumerated in relocation areas 
Sources: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing and 
    2015 Census of Population 
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Across the province, Cagayancillo recorded the highest ratio of 110 households for 

every 100 occupied housing units. Followed by Coron and Kalayaan with the ratio of 

103 households per 100 occupied housing units. (Table 2 and Table B) 

 

 

There were 4.0 persons per occupied housing units  
 
On the average, there were 4.0 persons per occupied housing unit in Palawan 

(excluding Puerto Princesa City). This was lower than the estimated 4.4 persons 

recorded in 2015. (Figure 3, Table C and Table D) 

 

 
Figure 3. Top Seven Municipalities with the Highest Ratio of Household 

Population* to Occupied Housing: Palawan 1/, 2020 and 2015 

 

 
Notes:     *Excludes those households enumerated as homeless or enumerated in relocation areas 
                1/ Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
Sources: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing and 
    2015 Census of Population 
 

 

Among all the municipalities in Palawan, Cagayancillo posted the highest ratio of  

5.5 households for every occupied housing unit. Balabac ranked second with a ratio 

of 4.6 households per occupied housing unit. The municipalities of Taytay and 

Linapacan followed each with the ratio of 4.3 households per occupied housing unit. 

Furthermore, the municipalities of Magsaysay, Cuyo and Araceli registered each with 

4.2 households per occupied housing unit. These municipalities had their household 

population to occupied housing unit ratio higher than Palawan’s ratio. Meanwhile, 

Kalayaan had the lowest ratio of 2.7 households per occupied unit. (Figure 3 and  

Table C) 
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