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Explanatory Notes 

 
This Special Release was prepared in support to the celebration of the National Indigenous 
Peoples Month pursuant to the Proclamation No. 1906, series of 2009, and the  
27th commemoration of the Indigenous Peoples Rights Act with the theme “Mga Katutubo 
at Katutubong Dunong: Pahalagahan, Pangalagaan, at Parangalan.” This is a time to honor 
and celebrate the rich heritage and traditions of our indigenous communities and to 
recognize their contributions to our society, culture, and environment. 

 
 

 

More than one in every four MIMAROPAns is an Indigenous People  
  
As of 01 May 2020, the total population of Indigenous Peoples (IPs) in the MIMAROPA 

Region that belongs to ethnic groups identified by the National Commission on 

Indigenous Peoples (NCIP) reached 864,067 persons. This comprises 26.8 percent of 

the region’s total population of 3,228,558 persons. (Table 1 and Table A) 

 

Table 1. Top Five Indigenous People (IP) Groups  
in the MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

Rank  IP Groups Number 
Percent Share to 

Total IPs 1/ 

 Total IPs 1/ 864,067 100.0 

 Total of Top Five IP Groups  566,018 65.5 

1 Cuyonen / Cuyunon 309,235 35.8 

2 Palawan-o 115,294 13.3 

3 Bantoanon 58,409 6.8 

4 Mangyan-Hanunuo 43,070 5.0 

5 Tagbanua 40,010 4.6 

 Other IP Groups 298,049 35.5 

Notes:     1/ Includes 63,804 IPs who were identified as Muslim Tribes by the National Commission on  
                    Muslim Filipinos (NCMF). 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing  
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Among IP groups, Cuyonen / Cuyunon ranked first with 309,235 persons (35.8%).  

This was followed by Palawan-o with 115,294 persons (13.3%), and Bantoanon with 

58,409 persons (6.8%). Completing the top five IP groups were Mangyan-Hanunuo 

and Tagbanua with 5.0 percent and 4.6 percent share to the total IPs in the region, 

respectively. Moreover, these top five IP groups accounted for about 65.5 percent of 

the total population of IPs in the region. (Table 1 and Table A) 

 

Moreover, 63.8 thousand persons or 7.4 percent of the IP population belong to  

the following Muslim ethnic groups as identified by the NCMF, namely: Badjao  

(2.1 thousand, 0.2%), Iranun / Iraynun (481 persons, 0.1%), Jama Mapun  

(21.5 thousand, 2.5%), Kagan / Kalagan (28 persons, < 0.1%), Kolibugan  

(149 persons, < 0.1%), Molbog (19.0 thousand, 2.2%), Sama / Samal (19.4 thousand 

persons, 2.2%), Sama Badjao (439 persons, < 0.1%), Sama Bangingi (524 persons, 

< 0.1%), Sama Delaut / Sama Laut (23 persons, < 0.1%), T'duray / Teduray  

(17 persons, < 0.1%), and Yakan (104 persons, < 0.1%). (Table A) 

 

 
Nearly seven in every ten Indigenous Peoples are located in Palawan and City 
of Puerto Princesa  
 

Among provinces, Palawan (excluding the City of Puerto Princesa) had the biggest 

share to the total number of IPs in the region at 57.3 percent. Romblon ranked second 

with 12.2 percent share. Meanwhile, Marinduque had the smallest number of IPs with 

only 367 persons. On the other hand, the lone highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 

with 111,700 IPs had 12.9 percent share to the regional number of IPs. (Figure 1 and 

Table B) 

 
 

Figure 1. Total Population of Indigenous Peoples by Province and  
Highly Urbanized City, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

 
Note:     ^ Excludes the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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Sex ratio stands at 105 male IPs per 100 female IPs  
 

Of the 864.1 thousand IPs in the region, nearly 441.5 thousand (51.1%) were males 

while 422.6 thousand (48.9%) were females. This translates to 105 male IPs for every 

100 female IPs.  (Figure 2 and Table B) 

 

 
Figure 2. Percentage Share of Sex of Indigenous Peoples  

by Age Group, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 
 

 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 
 

By age group, 322.7 thousand IPs or 37.3 percent of the regional population of IPs 

were under 15 years of age. Of these, 166.5 thousand (19.3%) were young male IPs 

and 156.2 thousand (18.1%) were young female IPs. This corresponds to the sex ratio 

of 107 male IPs per 100 female IPs. Likewise, IPs belonging to the age group of 15 to 

64 years totaled to 503.0 thousand (58.2%). Male IPs outnumbered female IPs with 

sex ratio of 106. (Figure 2 and Table B) 

 

Meanwhile those IPs in the age group 65 years and over comprised the remaining  

58.4 thousand or 6.8 percent of the total IPs in the region. Of these, 31.6 thousand 

(3.7%) were female while 26.8 thousand (3.1%) were males. Female IPs in this older 

age group had the bigger share than male IPs with sex ratio of 85. (Figure 2 and  

Table B) 
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More than two in every five IPs are legally married  

 

Of the 645.9 thousand IPs aged ten years and over in the MIMAROPA Region,  

41.4 percent were legally married, while 41.0 percent were never married. The rest of 

the population was categorized as follows: in common-law or live-in marital 

arrangement (12.4%), widowed (4.1%), and divorced, separated or annulled (1.0%). 

(Figure 3 and Table C) 

 

 

Figure 3. Percentage Distribution of Indigenous Peoples  
by Marital Status, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 

 
In terms of distribution of IPs by sex, 44.6 percent of 329.1 thousand male IPs in the 

region were never married, while 37.2 percent of the region’s 316.8 thousand female 

IPs were never married. On the other hand, 41.4 percent of the regional total male IPs 

and 40.2 percent of total female IPs in the region were married. Similarly, 12.1 percent 

of male IPs and 12.8 percent of female IPs were in common-law or live-in marital 

arrangements.  (Table 2a) 

 

The remaining percentages were distributed between divorced and widowed, reaching 

0.9 percent for divorced, separated or annulled male IPs and 1.2 percent for their 

female counterparts.  Meanwhile, the percentage of widowed male IPs and female IPs 

was 2.2 percent and 6.1 percent, respectively. (Table 2a) 
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Table 2a. Total Population of Indigenous Peoples 10 Years Old and Over by 

Sex and Marital Status, MIMAROPA Region: 2020  

 

Sex 

Total 
Population 

10 Years Old 
and Over 

Marital Status  

Single 
Legally 
Married 

Common 
Law /  

Live-in 
Widowed 

Divorced / 
Separated / 

Annulled 
Unknown 

Number        

Both Sexes 645,880 264,780 267,541 80,377 26,411 6,730 41 

Male 329,051 146,829 132,123 39,923 7,160 2,997 19 

Female 316,829 117,951 135,418 40,454 19,251 3,733 22 

Percentage Share of Marital Status to Total Population by Sex  

Both Sexes 645,880 41.0 41.4 12.4 4.1 1.0 0.0 

Male 329,051 44.6 40.2 12.1 2.2 0.9 0.0 

Female 316,829 37.2 42.7 12.8 6.1 1.2 0.0 

Note:       Cell with a zero (0.0) entry under percentage share means less than 0.05 percent. 
Sources: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 
 

There are more males than females among never-married IPs and married IPs 
 

Among the never-married persons, a higher proportion of male IPs (50.9%) were 

reported in 2020. The same trend was observed among married persons with  

55.5 percent. Meanwhile, the proportion of female IPs was higher than males among 

those in common-law or live-in marital arrangements (50.3%), divorced, separated or 

annulled (55.5%), and widowed (72.9%). (Table 2b) 

 

 

Table 2b. Number and Percent Distribution of Male and Female Indigenous 

Peoples 10 Years Old and Over by Marital Status,  

MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

Marital Status 

Indigenous Peoples 

10 Years Old and Over 

Percent Share of 

Sex to Total 

Both Sexes Male Female Male Female 

Single 264,780 146,829 117,951 55.5 44.5 

Married 267,541 132,123 135,418 49.4 50.6 

Common Law / Live-in  80,377 39,923 40,454 49.7 50.3 

Widowed 26,411 7,160 19,251 27.1 72.9 

Divorced / Separated / 

Annulled 

6,730 2,997 3,733 44.5 55.5 

Unknown 41 19 22 46.3 53.7 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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Roman Catholics account for 57.3 percent of the region’s total IPs 

  
Of the 864.1 thousand IPs in the MIMAROPA Region, more than 14 in every 25 IPs 

or 57.3 percent reported Roman Catholic as their religious affiliation. It was followed 

by Islam with 78.6 thousand IPs (9.1%) and tribal religion with 40.2 thousand  

IPs (4.7%). Completing the top five religious affiliations are Iglesia ni Cristo with  

19.9 thousand IPs (2.3%), and Seventh Day Adventist with 19.8 thousand IPs (2.3%). 

(Table 3 and Table D) 

 
Table 3. Top Ten Religious Affiliations of Indigenous Peoples in the 

MIMAROPA Region: 2020 
 

Rank Religious Affiliation Number Percentage Share 

 MIMAROPA Region  864,067                 100.0  

1 Roman Catholic 1/ 495,538  57.3 

2 Islam 78,588  9.1 

3 Tribal Religion 40,205  4.7 

4 Iglesia ni Cristo 19,941  2.3 

5 Seventh Day Adventist 19,803  2.3 

6 Iglesia Filipina Independiente 16,727  1.9 

7 Bible Baptist Church 14,250  1.6 

8 Evangelical Christian Outreach 
Foundation 

11,044  1.3 

9 Church of the Foursquare Gospel in 
the Philippines Incorporated 

10,891  1.3 

10 Assemblies of God 8,470  1.0 

 Other Religious Affliations  141,962  16.4  

 None   6,638   0.8  

 Not Reported   10   0.0  

Notes:    1/ Excluding Catholic Charismatics numbering at 220 persons (0.03%). 
         Cell with a zero (0.0) entry under percentage share indicates less than 0.05 percent. 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 
 
Seven in every ten IPs attain elementary or high school level  
 
Among 757.1 thousand IPs whose age is at least five years old, nearly 300.5 thousand 

IPs or 39.7 percent had reached or completed elementary (graduate: 11.9%, and 

undergraduate: 27.7%), 233.6 thousand IPs or 30.8 percent had reached or  

completed high school level (graduate: 11.1%, and undergraduate: 19.8%).  Moreover,  

109.7 thousand IPs or 14.5 percent had reached or completed college level (graduate: 

7.6%, and undergraduate: 6.9%). (Figure 4 and Table E) 

 

IPs who attain early childhood education reached a total of 25.4 thousand (3.3%) in 

2020. Around 1.3 thousand IPs in the region attained post-baccalaureate level or 

equivalent to 0.2 percent share to the total IPs in the MIMAROPA Region. 

Furthermore, nearly one in every ten IPs in the region or 9.6 percent had no grade 

completed. (Figure 4 and Table E) 
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Figure 4. Percent Share of Highest Grade Completed of Indigenous Population 

to Total Population of Indigenous Population Five Years Old and Over, 

MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 

 

Literacy rate of IPs in the MIMAROPA Region reaches 89.6 percent 

 
In 2020, a total of 862.0 thousand IPs were living in a group of households in the 

MIMAROPA Region which accounts to 99.8 percent of the total population of IPs in 

the region. Of these, nearly 755.1 thousand IPs had their age at least five years old 

(male IPs: 384.6 thousand, female IPs: 370.4 thousand).  (Table B) 

 

Among these IPs five years old and over, there were 676.2 thousand persons who are 

able to read and write a simple message in any language or dialect. This translates to 

the literacy rate of IPs at 89.6 percent. Relative to the overall regional literacy rate, this 

rate is 6.0 percentage points lower. In terms of sex, the literacy rate of female IPs was 

at 89.7 percent while the literacy rate among male IPs was at 89.4 percent.  (Figure 5, 

Table 4 and Table F) 

 

Across age groups, the literacy rate of IPs was highest among household population 

whose age is 15 to 19 years old at 96.7 percent. The same age group had the highest 

literacy rate for male IP household population (96.6%) and female IP household 

population (96.9%).  (Table 4 and Table F) 

 

On the other hand, IPs who are senior citizens or children had low literacy rates. The 

literacy rate among household population of IPs belonging to the age group 60 years 

old and over was at 84.2 percent with male IPs (84.3%) had a higher literacy rate than 

females (84.1%). Meanwhile, IPs whose age is between five to nine years old had 
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82.8 percent literacy rate with literacy rate of male IPs at 73.7 percent fared lower than 

female IPs’ literacy rate of 75.0 percent. (Table 4 and Table F) 

 

 

Figure 5. Literacy Rate of the Household Population Five Years Old and Over 

by Sex, The Philippines and MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 
Note:     ^ Includes 63,804 IPs who were identified as Muslim Tribes by NCMF 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 

 

Table 4. Literacy Rate of the Household Population of Indigenous Peoples Five 

Years Old and Over by Age Group, MIMAROPA Region: 2020 

 

Age Group 
Literate Literacy Rate (in Percent) 

Both  
Sexes 

Male Female 
Both  

Sexes 
Male Female 

All Ages 676,227 343,769 332,458 89.6 89.4 89.7 

5 - 9 82,679 42,201 40,478 74.3 73.7 75.0 

10 - 14 100,633 51,867 48,766 96.3 95.9 96.7 

15 - 19 93,446 47,423 46,023 96.7 96.6 96.9 

20 - 24 78,839 40,496 38,343 94.9 94.7 95.2 

25 - 29 62,673 31,946 30,727 92.6 92.3 92.9 

30 - 34 49,902 25,535 24,367 91.0 90.8 91.2 

35 - 39 43,089 22,220 20,869 89.6 89.6 89.6 

40 - 44 36,330 18,795 17,535 88.8 89.0 88.6 

45 - 49 31,831 16,496 15,335 87.9 88.0 87.9 

50 - 54 25,770 13,089 12,681 88.9 88.8 88.9 

55 - 59 21,981 11,205 10,776 89.1 88.9 89.3 

60 and over 49,054 22,496 26,558 84.2 84.3 84.1 

Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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