
TECHNICAL NOTES

I. Introduction

The Philippine Statistics Authority (PSA) conducted the 2020 Census of 
Population and Housing (2020 CPH) in September 2020, with 01 May 2020 as 
reference date.

The 2020 CPH was the 15th census of population and 7th census of housing 
that was undertaken in the Philippines since the first census in 1903. It was designed 
to take inventory of the total population and housing units in the country and collect 
information about their characteristics.

The Philippine Standard Geographic Codes as of March 2022 was used for the 
disaggregation of geographic levels of the 2020 CPH.

II. Data Collection

The statistics presented in this report were based on the information provided 
by the respondent or any responsible household member who may provide accurate 
answers to the questions and give correct information about all the household 
members; hence, it should be used with caution.

III. Methodology

The population and housing censuses in the Philippines are conducted on a 
“de jure” basis, wherein a person is counted in the usual place of residence or the 
place where the person usually resides. The enumeration of the population and 
collection of pertinent data in the 2020 CPH referred to all living persons as of 
01 May 2020.

IV. Concepts and Definition of Terms

An overseas worker is one who is currently out of the country due to an 
overseas employment. He/she may or may not have a specific work contract or may 
be presently at home on vacation but has an existing overseas employment to return 
to. Undocumented overseas workers are still considered as members of the household 
for as long as they have been away for not more than five (5) years.

The increasing volume of overseas workers provides a boost to the stability of 
the economy through their remittances, which may be invested in industries such as 
transportation, housing, construction, education, and manufacturing. Data on 
overseas workers also help government planners and program managers in the
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formulation of policies, plans, and programs for the protection of overseas workers and 
promotion of their welfare.

A household is a social unit consisting of a person living alone or a group of 
persons who sleep in the same housing unit and have a common arrangement in the 
preparation and consumption of food.

Household population comprises of persons who belong to a household.

Sex is the biological and physiological reality of being a male or female.

Age refers to the interval between the person’s date of birth and his/her last 
birthday before the census reference date. It is expressed in completed years or whole 
numbers.

Marital status refers to the personal status of an individual in accordance with 
the marriage laws or customs of the country. It is the same as civil status, the term 
usually used in official and private records, documents, and transactions in the 
country. The person’s marital status shall be as of the date of visit. The categories of 
marital status are as follows:

a) Single - a person who has never been married;

b) Married - a person married in a religious, civil ceremony or tribal rites, either 
living with his/her spouse at the time of visit or temporarily living apart because his/her 
spouse is employed elsewhere (as in the case of a person whose spouse is an 
overseas worker, or works in the Armed Forces and residing somewhere else);

c) Common-law/Live-in - a person cohabiting or living consensually with 
another person as husband and wife without the benefit of a legal marriage;

d) Divorced - a person who is permanently separated from his/her spouse, 
legally or through mutual consent; also applicable for a person whose marriage with 
another person has been annulled or dissolved and can, therefore, remarry; and

e) Unknown - a person whose marital status is unknown to the respondent or 
whose marital status is being concealed by the respondent/person himself/herself.

Highest grade/year completed refers to the highest grade or year completed 
in school, college, or university as of 01 May 2020. This may be any one of the specific 
grades or years in elementary, high school, K to 12 Program, and college. It may also 
be special needs education program, second-chance education program, or any of the 
post-secondary, short-cycle tertiary, college, and post baccalaureate courses.

Ethnicity is a primary sense of belonging to an ethnic group based on 
descent/blood relation/consanguinity. Ethnic group is consanguineous in nature, 
meaning, the ties are reckoned by blood and traced through the family tree. Thus, 
ethnicity refers to the household member’s identity, by descent/blood
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relation/consanguinity and not by mere choice nor by adoption or confirmation by any 
ethnic group primarily the Indigenous Peoples (IPs).

Citizenship is defined as the legal nationality of a person. A person’s 
citizenship depends on the country to which he/she owes legal allegiance or where 
he/she exercises the right of suffrage.

Filipino Dual Citizens is classified as Natural-born Filipinos who 
simultaneously citizens of the Philippines and another country.

are

V. Dissemination of Results

The 2020 CPH Press Release and statistical tables are publicly available at the 
PSA website, https://psa.qov.ph/population-and-housina.
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