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Fifty percent of the household population 15 years old and over are engaged in 
a gainful activity 
  
In 2020, the province of Palawan had 613,692 household population 15 years and 

over. Of this total, around 307,718 persons or 50.1 percent were engaged in a gainful 

activity during the 12 months preceding the census. This was 2.3 percentage points 

lower than the regional proportion of persons engaged in a gainful activity at  

52.4 percent. (Figure 1 and Table A) 

 

 

Figure 1. Top Five Municipalities with the Highest Proportion of Household 
Population 15 Years Old and Over with a Gainful Activity:  

MIMAROPA Region and Palawan, 2020 
 

 
Note:     ^ Excludes the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing  
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Among its 23 municipalities, Kalayaan had the highest proportion of gainful persons 

during the 12 months preceding the census at 88.9 percent. This municipality 

surpassed the provincial proportion by 38.8 percent and the regional proportion by 

36.5 percentage points. (Figure 1) 

 

Moreover, Bataraza ranked second with 55.4 percent, and Coron ranked third with the 

corresponding proportion of gainful persons at 53.7 percent. Other eight municipalities 

in the province that exceeded the provincial proportion includes El Nido (Bacuit) 

(53.5%), Agutaya (53.0%), Busuanga (52.3%), Narra (52.1%), Balabac (51.3%),  

Culion (51.3%), Roxas (51.2%), and Quezon (50.9%). (Figure 1 and Table A) 

 

 

More than three in every four persons who were engaged in a gainful activity are 
males 
 

Among 307.7 thousand persons with gainful activity in all 23 municipalities of Palawan, 

males comprised 76.8 percent while females accounted for the remaining  

23.2 percent. Bataraza showed the highest number of persons with gainful activity at 

28.9 thousand persons (9.4%) and was followed by Narra with 27.5 thousand persons 

(9.0%), and Taytay with 24.8 thousand persons (8.1%). (Table 1 and Table A) 

 

In terms of proportion of males with gainful activity, Linapacan was the highest at  

86.8 percent and was followed by Rizal (Marcos) at 84.0 percent, and Araceli at  

82.7 percent. On the other hand, Kalayaan (37.5%), Agutaya (29.6%) and Magsaysay 

(29.0%) were the 23 municipalities having the highest proportion of females with 

gainful activity. (Table 1 and Table A) 

 

 

Nearly seven out of nine gainful workers’ age falls between 20 to 44 years old 

 

The highest representation of gainful persons in terms of age group falls between  

25 to 29 years with a total of 44,983 persons or 14.6 percent of the total number of 

gainful workers in the province of Palawan. Other age groups with more than  

10.0 percent share to the provincial number of gainful workers include  

30 to 34 years with 40.7 thousand persons (13.2%), 35 to 39 years with 37.6 thousand 

persons (12.2%), 20 to 24 years with 36.1 thousand persons (11.7%), and  

40 to 44 years with 33.3 thousand persons (10.8%). In addition, 32.0 thousand senior 

citizens had gainful activities which corresponds to a 10.4 percent share  

(60 to 64 years: 4.7%, 65 years and over: 5.7%). Meanwhile, gainful persons whose 

age 15 to 19 years had the smallest representation with 9.4 thousand persons or  

3.1 percent of the provincial total gainful persons. (Table 2 and Table B) 

 

 

  



 
3 

 

Table 1. Household Population 15 Years Old and Over with Gainful Activities 

by Sex and Municipality: Palawan, 2020 

 

Province and Highly 
Urbanized City 

Gainful Workers 
15 Years Old and Over  

Percent Share  
by Sex 

Both 
Sexes 

Male Female Male Female 

Palawan 1/ 307,718 236,211 71,506  76.8   23.2  

Aborlan  12,317   9,460   2,856  76.8 23.2 

Agutaya  4,545   3,199   1,347  70.4 29.6 

Araceli  4,495   3,718   777  82.7 17.3 

Balabac  12,962   10,482   2,480  80.9 19.1 

Bataraza  28,885   21,212   7,673  73.4 26.6 

Brooke's Point  24,019   18,325   5,694  76.3 23.7 

Busuanga  8,915   6,687   2,228  75.0 25.0 

Cagayancillo  2,196   1,813   383  82.6 17.4 

Coron  23,034   17,193   5,841  74.6 25.4 

Cuyo  7,240   5,482   1,758  75.7 24.3 

Dumaran  6,868   5,636   1,232  82.1 17.9 

El Nido (Bacuit)  17,967   13,930   4,037  77.5 22.5 

Linapacan  4,947   4,295   652  86.8 13.2 

Magsaysay  4,429   3,144   1,284  71.0 29.0 

Narra  27,538   19,624   7,913  71.3 28.7 

Quezon  21,436   16,227   5,209  75.7 24.3 

Roxas  24,198   17,680   6,518  73.1 26.9 

San Vicente  10,801   8,431   2,370  78.1 21.9 

Taytay  24,776   20,052   4,724  80.9 19.1 

Kalayaan  56   35   21  62.5 37.5 

Culion  7,960   6,120   1,840  76.9 23.1 

Rizal (Marcos)  16,533   13,886   2,647  84.0 16.0 

Sofronio Española  11,601   9,580   2,022  82.6 17.4 

Notes:   Figures are based on 20-percent sample households. Details may not add up to total  
     due to rounding off. 
 1/ Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 

Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 
  



 
4 

 

 

Table 2. Household Population 15 Years Old and Over with Gainful Activities 

by Sex and by Age Group: Palawan, 2020 

 

Age Group 

Gainful Workers  
15 Years Old and Over  

Percent Share  
by Sex 

Both 
Sexes 

Male Female Male Female 

Palawan 1/  307,718   236,211   71,506  76.8 23.2 

15 - 19  9,417   7,369   2,048  78.3 21.7 

20 - 24  36,054   27,335   8,719  75.8 24.2 

25 - 29  44,983   34,456   10,527  76.6 23.4 

30 - 34  40,707   31,429   9,278  77.2 22.8 

35 - 39  37,588   29,157   8,431  77.6 22.4 

40 - 44  33,255   25,791   7,464  77.6 22.4 

45 - 49  29,227   22,525   6,702  77.1 22.9 

50 - 54  24,220   18,505   5,715  76.4 23.6 

55 - 59  20,225   15,384   4,841  76.1 23.9 

60 - 64  14,401   10,822   3,578  75.1 24.9 

65 and over  17,641   13,439   4,203  76.2 23.8 

Note:      1/ Figures are based on 20-percent sample households. Details may not add up to total  
      due to rounding off. 
  Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 

Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 
 

In terms of sex, males had the bigger share among gainful persons 15 to 19 years at 

76.8 percent.  Other age groups that exceeded the provincial proportion of males with 

gainful activities include 15 to 19 years (78.3%), 35 to 44 years (77.6%),  

30 to 34 years (77.2%), and 45 to 49 years (77.1%). Meanwhile, males had the 

smallest share among persons with gainful activities whose age is 60 to 64 years at 

75.1 percent. (Table 2 and Table B) 

 

 
More than four in every nine gainful persons are skilled agricultural, forestry, 

and fishery workers 

 
Among the major occupation groups, skilled agricultural, forestry, and fishery workers 

was the largest. This comprises 134.4 thousand persons with a corresponding  

45.3 percent share of the provincial total number of persons with gainful activity in 

2020. It was followed by elementary occupation with 52.0 thousand persons (16.9%), 

and service and sales workers with 33.6 persons (10.9%). (Table 3 and Table B) 
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Table 3. Household Population 15 Years Old and Over with Gainful Activities 

by Sex and by Age Group: Palawan, 2020 

 

Major Occupation 
Group 

Gainful Workers  
15 Years Old and Over  

Percent Share  
by Sex 

Both 
Sexes 

Male Female Male Female 

Palawan 1/ 307,718 236,211 71,506 76.8 23.2 

Managers 16,265 6,968 9,297 42.8 57.2 

Professionals 14,987 4,355 10,632 29.1 70.9 

Technicians and 
Associate Professionals 

8,923 4,779 4,144 53.6 46.4 

Clerical Support 
Workers 

7,797 3,234 4,563 41.5 58.5 

Service and Sales 
Workers 

33,642 16,102 17,540 47.9 52.1 

Skilled Agricultural, 
Forestry, and Fishery 
Workers 

139,428 128,315 11,113 92.0 8.0 

Crafts and Related 
Trades Workers 

17,074 15,006 2,068 87.9 12.1 

Plant and Machine 
Operators and 
Assemblers 

16,476 16,033 442 97.3 2.7 

Elementary Occupation 52,048 40,666 11,381 78.1 21.9 

Armed Forces 
Occupations 

494 448 46 90.7 9.3 

Not Reported 585 304 280 52.0 48.0 

Note:      1/ Figures are based on 20-percent sample households. Details may not add up to total  
      due to rounding off. 

Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 
 

Meanwhile, armed forces occupations had the smallest share to the provincial total 

number of gainful workers at 0.2 percent. Clerical support workers followed with a 

share of 2.5 percent. (Table B) 

 

Males out proportioned females among the total gainful workers. However, by major 

occupation group, females outnumbered males among the professional gainful 

workers (female: 70.9%, and male: 29.1%), clerical support workers (female: 58.5%, 

and male: 41.5%), managers (female: 57.2%, and male: 42.8%), and service and 

sales workers (female: 52.1%, and male: 47.9%). (Table 3 and Table B) 

 
On the other hand, the top three major occupation groups where males dominated 

females include plant and machine operators, and assemblers (female: 2.7%, and 

male: 97.3%), skilled agricultural, forestry and fishery workers (female: 8.0%, and 
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male: 92.0%), and armed forces occupation (female: 9.3%, and male: 90.7%).  

(Table 3 and Table B) 

 
 
More than half of the province’s gainful persons are in the agriculture, forestry 

and fishery sector 

 

By major sector of business / industry, the largest share of gainful workers was 

reported in the agriculture, forestry, and fishing (AFF) sector with 53.7 percent. The 

services sector accounted for 33.7 percent, and 12.4 percent of the gainful persons 

were from the industry sectors. (Figure 2 and Table D) 

 
 

Figure 2. Percentage Distribution of Gainful Workers by Major Sector of 
Business/Industry by Municipality: Palawan, 2020 

 
 
Notes:     Figures are based on 20-percent sample households. Details may not add up to total  

   due to rounding off. 
                 ^ Excluding the highly urbanized City of Puerto Princesa 
Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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Moreover, the AFF sector was predominant on the gainful activities of persons  

15 years old and over who reside in the 19 out of 23 municipalities (82.6%) of Palawan. 

This include Balabac (82.7%), Agutaya (77.4%), Linapacan (76.9%), Rizal (Marcos) 

(76.0%), and Araceli (73.4%).  On the other hand, the gainful employment of persons 

15 years old and over who reside in the municipalities of Kalayaan (76.8%),  

El Nido (Bacuit) (48.8%), Coron (47.8%), and Narra (45.3%) were predominantly 

service-based. Although none of its municipalities were predominantly industry-based 

gainful activities, it can be noted that the following municipalities had industry with at 

least 15 percent share to its number of gainful persons, namely: Kalayaan (19.6%), 

Bataraza (19.1%), Busuanga (16.4%), Aborlan (15.3%), and Culion (15.2%).  

(Figure 2 and Table D) 

 

 
Two in every five of the population involved in gainful activity are self-employed 

without any paid employee 

 

Among the seven classes of workers in the province, those who are self-employed 

without any paid employee topped with 122.8 thousand gainful workers (39.9%). This 

was followed by those who worked for private businesses, enterprises, or farms with 

95.1 thousand (30.9%), and government corporation workers with 34.5 thousand 

(11.2%). Meanwhile, working with pay in their own family-operated farm or business 

was reported as the least common class of worker, with nearly 1.4 thousand persons 

(0.4%). (Figure 3 and Table E) 

 

 

Figure 3. Percentage Distribution of Gainful Workers by Class of Worker: 
Palawan, 2020 

 

 
Notes:     Figures are based on 20-percent sample households. Details may not add up to total  

   due to rounding off. 
Source:  Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 
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More than 17 in every 20 gainful workers work in the same province and 

city/municipality of their residence  

 

During the 12 months preceding the census, people with gainful activity who worked 

in the same municipality of their residence accounted for 91.5 percent of the gainful 

workers 15 years old and over. Meanwhile, 5.6 percent worked within the same 

province of their residence but in a different province, and 1.1 percent worked in a 

different municipality. (Figure 4 and Table F) 

 

 

Figure 4. Percentage Distribution of Gainful Workers by Place of Work: 
Palawan, 2020 

 

 
 

Notes:     Figures are based on 20-percent sample households. Details may not add up to total  
   due to rounding off. 

Source: Philippine Statistics Authority, 2020 Census of Population and Housing 

 

 

Across municipalities, the highest proportion of gainful persons who worked in the 

same municipality and city of residence was at the Coron at 97.0 percent. Moreover, 

Cagayancillo had the highest proportion of gainful persons who worked within the 

municipality but different municipality of residence at 11.4 percent. Furthermore,  

Cuyo had the highest proportion of gainful persons who worked in a foreign country at 

1.8 percent and had the highest incidence of gainful persons who worked in a different 

province at 11.0 percent. (Table F) 
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Nearly three out of four persons who were engaged in non-gainful activities are 
female

In 2020, a total of 305,974 persons in Palawan were engaged in non-gainful activities 
or special occupations in the past 12 months. This translates to 49.9 percent of the 
provincial’s household population 15 years old and over. Reported non-gainful 
persons can be either housekeepers in their own home, students, pensioners, retired, 
persons with disability, dependent, new workers seeking employment, or experienced 
workers seeking employment. (Table G)

Of the total number of non-gainful persons in the province, nearly 223.7 thousand were 
females (73.1%), while about 82.2 thousand were males (26.8%). In terms of age 
groups, nearly three out of ten non-gainful persons, or 29.6 percent fell between 
15 to 19 years with a total of 90.5 thousand. This was followed by 20 to 24 years with 
52.0 thousand non-gainful persons (17.0%), and 25 to 29 years with 30.9 thousand 
non-gainful persons (10.1%). (Table G)

Among the municipalities, Taytay showed the highest number of non-gainful persons 
at nearly 29.3 thousand or 9.6 percent share to the provincial total number of non- 
gainful persons. Narra followed this with a total of 25.3 thousand (8.3%) and 
Brooke’s Point with 24.8 thousand (8.1%). (Table G)

The statistics presented in this special release were based on the information provided 
by the respondent or any responsible member in the household who may provide 
accurate answers to the questions and give correct information about the household.

LENT R.'RIOFLORIDO
Regional Director

MLLM/RRL/
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